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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Dexter T. Chang on 9/12/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

See attached pages 2-14. 
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1. (previously presented) A drawing method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a value for expressing distance froni a virtual viewpoint to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance set to every 
predetennincd compositional unit, wherein the coefficient is defined using a predetermined byte 
when the value for expressing the distance for every predeteimined compositional unit is 
composed of at least three bytes; 

synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 

outputting the synthesized image. 

2. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1, wherein the coefficient is 
extracted irom a table having a plurality of coefficients gradationally composed therein using the 
value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit as an index. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (previously presented) The drawing method according to Claim 1, wherein the second 
byte is selected as the predetermined byte for the case that the value is composed of three byies. 

K4I61132_I 
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5. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1, wherein the coefficient is defined 
as a semi-transparent coefficient such diat increasing a ratio of tlie second image as the distance 
from the virtual viewpoint increases. 

6. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1 , wherein the second image is 
generated by subjecting the first image to a predetermined image processing. 

7. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 6, wherein the predetermined image 
processing for the first image is bluning. 

8. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1 , wherein the second image is 
generated using an arbitrary color. 

9. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1 , wherein the predetermined 
compositional unit is a pixel. 

10. (previously presented) A drawing device, comprising: 

a distance setting means for setting a value for expressing distance &om a virtual 
viewpoint to every predetennined compositional unit of a first image; 

an image generation means for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition means for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetemiined compositional unit, wherein the coefficient is 

84161132 1 
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defined using a predetermined byte when the value for expressing the distance for every 
predetermined compositional unit is composed of at least three bytes; 

a synthetic means for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output means for outputting the synthesi^ed image. 

11. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 1 0, wherein the coefficient 
definition means extracts the coefficient from a table having a plurality of coefficients 
gradationally composed therein using the value for expressing the distance for every 
predetemriined compositional unit as an index. 

12. (canceled) 

1 3. (previously presented) The drawing device according to Claim 1 0, wherein the 
coefficient definition means selects the second byte as the predetermined byte for the case that 
the value is composed of three bytes. 

14. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 10, wherein the coefficient 
definition means defines the coefficient as a semi-iransparcnt coefficient such that increasing a 
ratio of the second image as the distance from the vimial viewpoint increases. 
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15- (original) The drawing device according lo Claim 10, wherein the image generation 
means generates the second image by subjecting the first Image to a predetemiined image 
processing. 

16. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 15, wherein the image generation 
means subjects the first image to blurring as the predetermined image processing, 

17. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 10, wherein the image generation 
means generates the second image using an arbitrary color. 

1 8. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 10, wherein the distance setting 
means sets the distance for every pixel as a compositional unit 

19. (previously presented) A computer-readable recording medium having recorded 
therein a draw processing program to be executed on a computer, the draw processing program 
comprising: 

a distance setting step for setting a value expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to 
every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

an image generation step for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition step for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit; 

a synthetic step for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

84161132 1 
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an output step for outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step for defining such 
coefficient using a predetermined byte for the case that the value for expressing the distance for 
every predetermined compositional unit is at least three bytes. 

20. (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the coefficient definition step fiirther 
comprises a step for extracting such coefficient from a table having a plurality of coefficients 
gradationally composed therein using the value for expressing the distance for every 
predeteraiined compositional unit as an index. 

21. (canceled) 

22. (previously presented) Tlie computer-readable recording medium having recorded 
therein a draw processing program according to Claim 1 9, wherein the coefficient definition step 
further comprises a step for selecting the second byte as the predeteimined byte for the case that 
the value is composed of three bytes. 

23. (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the coefficient definition step further 
comprises a step for defining as such coefficient a semi-transparent coefficient such that 
increasing a ratio of the second image as the distance from the virtual viewpoint increases. 

S416U32_1 
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24. (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the image generation step further comprises 
a step for generating the second image by subjecting the first image to a predetermined image 
processing. 

25. (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 24, wherein the image generation step further 
comprising a step for subjecting the first image to blurring as the predetermined image 
processing. 

26. (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the image generation step further comprises 
a step for generating an image composed of an arbitrary color as the second image, 

27. (original) The computer-readable recording medimn having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the predetermined compositional unit is a 
pixel. 

28. (currently amended) A program execution device for executing a draw processing 
progra m^ said program execution device including a memory wherein the draw processing 
program is stored, such draw processing program comprising: 

a distance setting step for setting a value expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to 
every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

K416n32 1 
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an image generation step for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition step for defming a coefficient coiresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositiomil unit; 

a synthetic step for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output step for outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step for defining such 
coefficient using a predeteraiined byte for the case that the value for expressing the distance for 
every predetermined compositional unit is at least three bytes, 

29. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step for 
extracting such coefficient fiiom a table having a plurahiy of coefficients gradationally composed 
therein using the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit as 
an index. 

30. (canceled) 

31 . (previously presented) The program execution device for executing a draw processing 
program according to Claim 28, wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step 
for selecting the second byte as the predetermined byte for the case that the value is composed of 
three bytes. 
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32. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step for 
defining as such coefficient a semi-transparent coefficient such that increasing a ratio of the 
second image as the distance from the virtual viewpoint increases. 

33. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the image generation step further comprises a step for generating 
the second image by subjecting the first image to a predetermined image processing. 

34. (original) The program execution device for exccuthig a draw processing program 
according to Oaim 33, wherein the image generation step further comprises a step for subjecting 
the first image to blurring as the predetermined image processing. 

35. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the image generation step further comprises a step for generating 
an image composed of an arbitrary color as the second image. 

36. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the predetermined compositional unit is a pixel. 

37. (currently amended) A draw processing program to be executed on a computer^ 
said computer including a memory wherein the draw processing program is stored, said draw 
processing program comprising: 

84 I 61 132 J 
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a distance setting step for setting a value expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to 
every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

an image generation step for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition step for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetemiincd compositional unit; 

a synthetic step for synthesizing the first image and the second image bs^ed on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output step for outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein tlie coefficient definition step further comprises a step for defining such 
coefficient using a predetermined byte for the case that the vahie for expressing the distance for 
every predetermined compositional unit is at least three bytes. 

38, (previously presented) A drawing device comprising: 

a distance setting unit for setting a value expressing distance fi'Om a virtual viewpoint to 
every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

an image g^eration unit for generating a second image fi-om the first image; 

a coefficient definition imit for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit, wherein the coefficient is 
defined using a predetermined byte when the value for expressiag the distance for every 
predetemiined compositional unit is composed of at least three bytes; 

a synthetic unit for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetera)ined compositional xmit; and 

an output unit for outputting the synthesized image. 

84101 132_1 
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39. (previously presented) A drawing method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a value for expressing distance from a vinual viewpoint to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the firsl image; 

defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance set to every 
predetermined compositional unit; 

synthesizing the jRrst image and the second image based on the coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 

outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein the second image is generated by subjecting the first image to a predetermined 
image processing that is blurring. 

40. (previously presented) A drawing method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining an a blending coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance 
set to every predetermined compositional luiit; 

synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 

outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein: 
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the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional wit is 

composed of twenty four bits, and 

the a blending coefficient is defined using successive predeteiroined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 

41 . (previously presented) A drawing device, comprising: 

a distance setting means for setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual 
viewpoint to every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

an imaged generation means for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition means for defining an a blending coefficient corresponding to die 
value for expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit; 

a synthetic means for syntliesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predeteroiincd compositional unit; and 

an output means for ouq>utting the synthesized image, 

wherein: 

the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit is 
composed of twenty four bits, and 

the o blending coefficient is defined using successive predetermined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 

42. (previously presented) A computer-readable recording medium having recorded 
therein a draw processing program to be executed on a computer, the draw processing program 
performing the steps of: 

84lfiU32J 
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setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining an a blending coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance 
set to every predetermined compositional unit; 

synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 

outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein: 

the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit is 

composed of twenty four bits, and 

the a blending coefficient is defined using successive predetermined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 

43, (currently amended) A program execution device for executing a draw processing 
P^rvf^am, caid prr>p; ram execution device in rhiding a memory wherein the draw proceggjng 
prn pram is stored, the draw processing program performing the steps of: 

setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining an a blending coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance 
set to every predetenmined compositional unit; 



MI61112 t 
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syDthesizing the first image and the second iinage based on ibe coefficient defined for 
every predetennined compositional unit; and 
outputting the synthesized image, 
wherein: 

the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit is 

composed of twenty four bits, and 

the a blending coefficient is defined using successive predetennined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 
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Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment filed on 7/28/06 has been entered and made of record. 
By this amendment, claims 3,12. 21 and 30 are canceled. Claims 1-2, 4-11, 13- 

20, 22-29 and 31-43 are pending in the application. 

In response to applicant's amendment to claims 40-43, the rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 112, first paragraph has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1-2, 4-11, 13-20, 22-29, 31-43 (renumbered as 1-39) are allowed. 
Claims 1-2, 4-1 1 , 13-20, 22-29 and 31-39 were allowed in the last office action 

mailed on 5/5/06. Further, in response to applicant's amendment and persuasive 
arguments (see page 15 of the remarks filed on 7/28/06) with respect to claims 40-43 
the rejection under 112, first paragraph has been withdrawn and all the pending claims 
(1-2. 4-11, 13-20 and 22-29, 31-43) are allowed now. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Kanji Pate! whose telephone number is (571) 272-7454. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bella, Matthew can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kanji Patel 
Art Unit 2624 
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